Fall 2025 NMSU Jazz Auditions

Ensemble Information:

e NMSU Jazz Ensembles (MUSC 363 and 2130) are directed by Drs. Jacob Dalager and
Steven Smyth and assisted by Dalton Pendergrass and Ben Pinkham. Jazz | and 111
rehearse MWF 2:30-3:20pm, and Jazz Il rehearses MWF 1:30-2:20pm.

e Jazz | students are required to tour this November; they must also pass regular playing
tests and complete a transcription project.

Audition Dates and Times (all auditions in MC 204)

e Tuesday, August 19, 2025

o Trumpets: 9-10:30am

o Trombones: 10:30-12pm

o Saxophones: 2-3:30pm

o Rhythm Section and all other instruments: 3:30-5pm

Audition Materials

1. Scales:

a. Chromatic scale from lowest to highest possible range
b. May be asked: major and minor scales and/or modes in all 12 keys

2. All of “Switch in Time” by Sammy Nestico

a. Optional but encouraged (and required if you want to solo in the band), improvise on the
solo section, which is a 12-bar blues in f minor:

i. Concert Pitch: ii. Bb instruments
Fm® | Bbm’ | Fm®| Fm® Gm® | Bm’ | Gm®| Gm®
Bbm’ | Eb® | Fm® | Fm® Cm’|F°| Gm® | Gm®
G7 (b5b9) | C7(b5b9) | Fm® | Fm® A7 (05 b9) | D7 (b5 b9) | Gm® | Gm®

iii. Eb instruments:
Dm®| Gm’ | Dm®| Dm®
Gm’ | C°| Dm® | Dm®
E7 (b5 h9) |A7(b5 bh9) | Dm9 | Dm9

3. All of “Orion” by Adam Benefield
4. Possible Sight-reading

Tips:

Brass, play 1% unless it goes out of your range; in which case, pick a part that fits your range
comfortably
Altos and Tenors, play 1% part
Listen, listen, listen to recordings of the audition materials
Prioritize style and rhythm
For improvisation:
o Keep the melody in mind at all times
o Practice moving through the chord changes with guide tones
o Arpeggiate the chords to learn the harmony
o Keep it simple but in the groove

Contact Dr. Jacob Dalager <jdalager@nmsu.edu> with any questions.
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Orion

Drum Set
Fusion (In 4) .=92 Adam J Benefield (b. 1988)
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