
Voice 

Undergraduate 

All applicants for degrees with voice as the instrument of applied study should audition in 
person, if possible. If you are planning to visit the NMSU campus, please contact us so we 
can schedule your audition when you are here. To schedule an audition, please contact 
Professor Sarah Neely (Voice Area Coordinator).  If you are unable to come to campus for 
an in-person audition, please let us know so that we can make other arrangements. 

All applicants must audition in order to be admitted to any program in music.  Auditions 
held/received prior to April 1st will receive highest consideration for any music 
scholarships (NMSU offers many institutional and specific scholarships – be sure to 
check NMSU Financial Aid & Scholarships for details and deadlines). The last date to 
submit an audition for acceptance into the program is August 1.  (After August 1, you 
may be admitted provisionally and must enroll in voice lessons for non-credit in order to 
prepare an audition for the end of the fall semester.) 

 Preparation: 

• Audition Repertoire: Two contrasting selections from the standard classical art song 
repertoire in varying styles or tempi.  Songs/arias may be in English or a foreign 
language such as Italian, French, German, Latin or Spanish) 

Solo selections must be comparable to those prepared and memorized for high school All-
State Choir auditions or Solo and Ensemble competitions. If you have questions about 
the types of selections that are acceptable for the audition or would like suggestions 
for books which contain suitable repertoire, please contact Sarah Neely Voice Area 
Coordinator. 

• Selections must be memorized and sung without score. The audition must be 
accompanied with piano.   If you do not bring your own accompanist, you must send 
a copy of your music with your application (scan and email or by mail). 

• Students should be prepared to sight-read a short excerpt similar to exercises 
required for All-State auditions. 

• Be able to demonstrate pitch recognition (tonal recall). 
• Students will be interviewed about their musical background and prospective major. 

 
 Day of Audition: 

https://fa.nmsu.edu/
https://nmsu.cascadecms.com/entity/open.act?type=page&id=801085c60a580d145da19032f9ac2f6e&confId=1b0035ef0a580d14197d2f0fa876da48


• Be prepared to perform two prepared vocal solos from memory. You may bring your 
own accompanist or request one to be provided for your audition at no charge.  You 
must have already sent in your music if using provided accompanist. 

• Sight read provided excerpt. 
• Demonstrate pitch recognition and range.  

 

Graduate  

Vocal Performance Applicants must either perform an audition in person or submit an 
audition via video recording, which must include at least five selections, with music 
representative of the following styles and languages:  

• Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Contemporary  
• English, Italian, French, German  
• Art song, opera, oratorio  
•  

Pieces should be memorized and sung without score.  The audition must be accompanied 
with piano.   If you do not bring your own accompanist, you must send a copy of your music 
with your application (scan and email or by mail). 

Letters of Recommendation:  Applicants are required to have three letters of 
recommendation submitted on the applicant’s behalf. The letters should be submitted by 
instructors in your discipline related to your proposed field of study who are in a position to 
analyze your abilities and academic promise.  

Letters may be submitted online or on paper via regular mail to Dr. James Shearer, 
Coordinator of Graduate Studies.  

 

mailto:jshearer@nmsu.edu

